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This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. I I (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

I I sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

I I sheets which supersede earli^ sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

b. I I (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

, containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



IXI Box No. I 
Box No. n 
I I Box No. m 
I I Box No. IV 
Box No. V 



Basis of the report 

Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 



I I Box No. VI 
I I BoxNo. vn Certain defects in the international application 
I I Box No. Vm Certain observations on tiie intemational application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/011829 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1(b)) 

I I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

I I international preliminary examination (under Rules SS.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement slieets which have been 
jurnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

1^ The mtemational application as originally filed/furnished 
I I the description: 

pages , as originally filed/furnished 

pages^ received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Auttiority on 



I I the claims: 

pages » as ori^nally filed/furnished 

pages* , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* received by this Authority on ^ 

pages* received by tiiis Authority on 

I I the drawings: 

pages , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 



I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) ~ see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawmgs, sheets/figs _ 



I I the sequence listing fipecift^: 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify) : . 



4. 03 rq)ort has been established as if (some of) the amendmoits annexed to tins report and listed below had not been 
made, smce they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemoital Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs. 



I I ttie sequence listing ^^pecjfj^: 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify) : . 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "st^erseded " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-24 YES 

Claims NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 12-15 YES 

Claims 1-11, 16-24 NO 

industrial applicability (lA) 'Claims 1^24 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations CE^ule 70.7) 

Document 1: JP, 10-297226, A (Continental AG), 10 November, 1998 (10.11.98), claims9 and 13, paragraph 
[0019], Figs. 1-3 

Document 2: JP, 6-312226, A (Showa Alimdnum Corp.), 8 November, 1994 (08.11.94), full text. Fig. 6 
Document 3: JP, 6-3 12229, A (Showa Aluminum Corp.), 8 November, 1994 (08. 1 1 .94), full text. Figs. 1-8 
Document 4: JP, 8-24969, A (The Japan Steel Works, Ltd.), 30 January, 1996 (30.01.96), Ml text. Fig. 1 
Document 5: JP, 7-184350, A (Hitachi Ltd.), 21 July, 1995 (21.07.95), paragraph [0062], Fig. 23 
Document 6: JP, 2001-130600, A (Dainippon Printing Co., Ltd.), 15 May, 2001 (15.05.01), paragraph [0017] 
Document 7: EP, 857622, Al (Lemforder Metallwaren AG), 12 August, 1998 (12.08.98), Fig. 4 
Document 8: JP, 54-59702, A (The Yokohama Rubber Co., Ltd.), 14 May, 1979 (14.05.79), Figs. 1 and 2 
Document 9: JP, 324329, B2 (Bridgestone Corp.), 19 October, 2001 (19,10.01), paragraph [0008] 

The subject matters of claims 1, 3, 4, 6, 10 and 17 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of 
the inventions described in documents 1-4. Document 1 describes that an alumintim alloy is used for a support 
body for runflat tires. As described in documents 2-4, electromagnetic forming is a well-known aluminum 
forming method, and so forming the siq>port body described in document 1 by means of electromagnetic • 
forming would be obvious to a person skilled in the art 

The subject matters of claims 2 and 1 1 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of the 
inventions described in documents 1-4, 8 and 9. Documents 8 and 9 describe diat a porous part is provided in a 
shell member. 
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In case the space in any of tiie preceding boxes is not sufficient 

Continuation of: V2 

The subject noiatter of claim 5 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of the inventions 
described in documents 1-4. The ratio of the maximum outer diameter to the minimxmi outer diameter of the 
shell member would be a matter of design variation that a person skilled in the art could have determined as 
required. 

The subject matters of claims 7 and 9 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of the inventions 
described in documents 1 and 5-7* A structure with ribs having a honeycomb structure section-wise is well 
known as a reinforcement structure, and so a constitution wherein such structure for reinforcement is provided 
in the runflat tire support body described in document 1 would be obvious to a person skilled in the art 

The subject matter of claim 8 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of the inventions 
described in docxmients 1 and 5-9. Documents 8 and 9 describe that a porous part is provided in a shell member. 

The subject matters of claims 12-15 appear to involve an inventive step over the documents cited in the 
ISR. A feature wherein a porous part or ribs are formed in a support body in swelling defonnation by 
electromagnetic forming is neither described in the documents cited in the ISR nor obvious to a person skilled 
in the art 

The subject matter of claim 16 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of the inventions 
described in documents 1-4. A constitution wherein an exhaust hole is provided when electromagnetic forming 
is performed is a well-known technical matter. 

The subject matters of claims 18-20, 23 and 24 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of the 
inventions described in documents 1, 8 and 9. Documents 8 and 9 describe that a plurality of porous parts are 
provided in a runflat tire siq>port body. 

The subject matters of claims 21 and 22 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of the 
inventions described in documents 1, 8 and 9. A technology of providing a porous part in one of two members 
with a view to improving the strength of physical adhesion of the two members is a well-known technical 
matter. 
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